
Tutorial Eleven: Current selective 
pressures

The tutorial sections will be split, with the first half to discuss the 
future of human evolution—what are the most significant pressures 
acting on human development right now?  To ask more specifically, 
what forces might decrease individuals’ ability to successfully 
survive to reproduce or pass on their genes to a future generation?  
The tutorial will also review key concepts for the final exam and do 
course evaluations.
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What forces might decrease individuals’ ability to successfully survive to reproduce or pass 
on their genes to a future generation? 
!
!
!
!
!
Under what conditions might a new human species, or separate species descendant from 
modern humans, arise? 
!
!
!
!
!
Eugenicists have sometimes sought to ‘improve’ the human species by 
controlling how we reproduce.  What obstacles are there to the human 
species improving itself through science, conscious effort and 
planning? 

Is human evolution over? 

If so, why? 

If not, then what do you think 

are the primary selective 

pressures today?

this sheet is for your record — we will be doing this part of the exercise on a separate handout.
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Review terms: 
Anthropogenic 
Catastrophism 
Dystopian 
Endocrine mimicking 
Eugenics 

‘Extra-somatic adaptation’ 
Holocene extinction 
Population sink 
‘Post-human’ 
Salination 
Speciation

• Although some easily observable factors that foster evolutionary change seem to be 
overwhelmed among contemporary humans (reproductive isolation, infant mortality 
in wealthy countries, reproductive problems surmounted by technology), other 
environmental changes seem to be compounding more rapidly than ever 
(technological change, population growth, niche modification, new artificial organic 
change and chemicals). 
How does the contemporary type of change differ from the evolutionary processes 
that are species underwent? Are we changing the way evolution functions? 

Question for reflection:
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I really want to thank you all for doing this unit. I know all instructors care deeply about the 
subjects that they teach about, but I feel strongly that our society needs to comprehend 
evolution much better, if we are to understand ourselves, our 
place in the world, and the importance of the decisions 
we make. To me, seeing where our ancestors came from, 
the importance of learning and change, makes the necessity 
of optimism and cooperation all the more obvious. 

Thanks & good luck with finals! 

Greg 
p.s. thanks also if you helped with the 
research project. I hope it helps me 
improve this class.


