
!
Describe yourself: (Best possible terms given what you’re after…) !!!!!
What are you seeking? (Desirable quality in mate/mates/other arrangement) !!!!!
Why would ‘you’ (the hominid above) seek what you are seeking? How is this part of ‘your’ mating 
and reproductive strategy? Would ‘you’ ever change your reproductive strategy?

Remember, HomininMatch.com can only help you if you are honest with us. We will 
try to find you the perfect match, but please don’t lie about your species or whether 
you are inclined to polygyny.  !
I am a: species:  !!!
Seeking:
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What can we learn from observing the sexual behaviour of other 
primates?  Is it helpful to compare human sexuality or is the 
comparison spurious, more likely to mislead us?  Can we determine 
what is natural in human sexuality, reproduction, and child rearing?  
How might ‘human nature’ look different to people depending on the 
ways that gender roles, social institutions (such as marriage), and 
reproductive practices develop in different societies?  For example, 
what are the most recent changes in ‘human nature’ in contemporary 
societies that might affect what we assume ‘human nature’ to be?  

This discussion will include a class reflection 
on how evolutionary pressures in 
sexual selection might affect 
contemporary behaviour.HominidMatch.com 

Let us help you find YOUR perfect mate!

male

female

other: ____________

Gorilla gorilla 
Pan troglodytes 
Pan paniscus 
Australopithecus afarensis 
Paranthropus boisei 
Homo habilis 
Homo ergaster 
Homo sapiens neandertalensis 
Other: ____________

No Homo sapiens accepted!

male

female

multiple males

multiple females

males & females

other: _____________________

i want 2 
reproduce!

http://HomininMatch.com
http://HomininMatch.com


Key terms: 
Altricial/precocial 
Anisogamy 
Sexual conflict 
Conflict trait 
Phenotypic gambit 
Human exceptionalism 
Promiscuity 
Cuckoldry 
Polygamy 
Polygyny 
Monogomy 
Sexual dimorphism 
Bonobos 

Sexual selection 
Sperm competition 
Co-sleeping 
Naturalization 
Sexual display 
Estrus 
Menarche 
Homology 
Mating pool 
Obstetrical dilemma 
Gender/sex 
Incest taboos 
Patriarchal 
Polymorphous 
Lekking

• Why might the ads you wrote for these species be very different from the ones that 
you might find in the personal section of a modern newspaper? 

• How would the qualities you sought affect your likely reproductive success? 

• In what ways do human infants affect the behaviour of adults, the way we can 
organise ourselves, and the sorts of practices that we use to care for them? 

• How have your understandings of infants’ and 
children’s needs changed as a result of reading the 
texts and attending the lecture? 

• If someone argued that a particular style of child-
rearing was ‘unnatural’ (for example, co-sleeping or 
prolonged nursing or bottle feeding), how would you 
respond to this assertion?

Questions for reflection:
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