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Tutorial Seven: Inventing Language

New English 
List ten words, expressions, or items of dialect that you think have 
entered your language in recent times or that distinguish the form of 
English you first learned from other forms of English. 

ANTH 
151

ANTH 
151X

Questions for reflection:

1. Why do you think each one of these 
expressions arose? Are there categories 
of word origin? !!!!!!!

2. How do you know what these words mean? !!!!!
3. This productive capacity gives language what advantage over other communication 

systems (like animal calls)? !

What are some of the things that language allows humans 
to do that are not possible for a species without 
language? 

What types of thought would be much more difficult 
without language? 

What type of action would be much more difficult without 
language?Mayan writing

1.   6. 
2.   7. 
3.   8. 
4.   9. 
5.   10.



Key terms: 
Call system 
Pidgin 
Creole 
Acculturation 
Syntax 
Larynx 
Innate grammar 

Hypoglossal nerve 
Referential/Nonreferential 

language 
Gesture 
Extended mind 
Symbol 
Internalization 
Protolanguage/daughter 

languages

The three texts are translations of the same prayer (the ‘Lord’s Prayer’) from the Christian Bible. 
Highlight some of the similarities and some of the most pronounced differences between the texts. 

• How has English changed between Old and Modern forms? 

• Some researchers argue that Modern English has many of the characteristics of a creole. 
From your reading, and from these examples, what is some of the evidence for this theory? 

• Why does it matter (does is?) that English is a creole? How does it affect language learning? 
Communication? Stability? Clarity?

Tutorial Seven: Inventing Language

How does language change?

Fæder ure þuþe eart on heofonum 
si þin nama gehalgod tobecume þin rice 
gewurþe þin willa on eorðan swa swa on 
heofonum 
urne gedæghwamlican hlaf syle us to dæg 
and forgyf us ure gyltas swa swa we forgyfað 
urum gyltendum 
and ne gelæd þu us on costnunge ac alys us of 
yfele soþlice.

Old English (c. 1000) Middle English (1384)

Oure fadir þat art in heuenes halwid be þi name; 
þi reume or kyngdom come to be. Be þi wille don in 
herþe as it is dounin heuene. 
yeue to us today oure eche dayes bred. 
And foryeue to us oure dettis þat is oure synnys as we 
foryeuen to oure dettouris þat is to men þat han 
synned in us. 
And lede us not into temptacion but delyuere us from 
euyl.

Early Modern English (1611)

Our father which art in heauen, hallowed be thy 
name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it 
is in heauen. 

Giue us this day our daily bread. 
And forgiue us our debts as we forgiue our debters. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliuer us 
from euill. Amen.


